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( 2nd Annual Hair Affair Coming!

Last year’s Hair Affair was a first time collaboration between Cincinnati

Magazine and Caracole. What resulted was a successful and sold-out

event that brought about an exciting vibe for Cincinnati, and also raised

awareness about Caracole to a new audience. From ticket sales alone,

over $3000 was raised for Caracole.

On July 25, 2004 the partnership between Cincinnati Magazine and

Caracole continues with the 2nd Annual Hair Affair to be held at the

20th Century Theater on Oakley Square at 6:30 p.m. Redken is this

year’s major event sponsor. The event will again feature various Greater

Cincinnati salons exhibiting the stylish work they do via a runway model fashion show. General admission tickets 

are $30 and include a one-year subscription of Cincinnati Magazine. All Hair Affair ticket holders will also receive 

a “goody bag” filled with beauty product samples to take home with them.

Plan to be at the 2nd Annual Hair Affair to have a great time and to support the services of Caracole. 

For tickets, call 513-562-2777 and speak with Chris Ohmer at Cincinnati Magazine.

An evening of enchantment and indulgence to benefit Caracole.

You are cordially invited to attend a night of delight and imagination at Caracole’s Annual Gala

to be held on Saturday August 21, 2004 at The Phoenix. To make reservations and/or inquire

about sponsorship opportunities, please contact Whitney O’Neal at (513) 761-1480.

Enter a garden of possibilities and imagination ... an evening of delights 

where mind and body are transformed...

( Come to the Garden of the August Moon
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( Metronation’s Upcoming Art of Giving Benefit

When Metronation owners George Crawford and Jerry Schmidt contacted us and

presented their idea of having an art auction to benefit Caracole, we were

thrilled! The event, entitled Art of Giving, is scheduled for September/October

2004. The benefit will be held at the Aronoff Gallery, space that was

graciously donated by owners Leslie Aronoff and Condy Beavers. “We 

have received a tremendous amount of community support for this. 

We have already received art items for the auction as well as sponsorship

commitments” stated Mr. Crawford. 

One of the committed sponsors for Art of Giving is Michael Sweeney from

Comey & Shepherd Realtors (“Sweeney Team”). The cost of attending

Art of Giving is $30 at the door and will include wine and hors

d’oeuvres as well as a wonderfully delightful and fun evening!  

All proceeds will go to Caracole.

If you are interested in donating an art item, please contact George

Crawford at Metronation (513) 564-0095. If you have questions about

this benefit or want receive additional information, please contact

Whitney O’Neal at Caracole (513) 619-1481. We will announce the

exact date soon! Thank you so much George and Jerry for

remembering Caracole.

Paul Meyers receiving Caracole’s 2003 Living Award 

( He Will Be Missed

Caracole was saddened to learn that one of our long time

supporters and recipient of the 2003 Living Award, Mr. Paul

Myers, passed away in December 2003. Mr. Myers served as the

Secretary for the William P. Anderson Foundation, one of the first

foundations in our community to support Caracole. Additionally,

Mr. Myers was very active with Christ Church Cathedral and with

many non-profit organizations such as Babies Milk Fund, Citizens

Committee on Youth, Planned Parenthood Association, Salvation

Army and the Cincinnati Historical Society. Our organization and

the Greater Cincinnati community will truly miss Mr. Myers. 
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Sophia Technologies
Update

Over the past year, the Sophia

Technologies and HMIS (Homeless

Management Information Systems)

departments have been busy with the

development of the VESTA software,

which is currently being used by non-

profit agencies that provide services to

the homeless in Hamilton County. 

So much activity has brought about

progress and change. After a year and 

a half with Sophia Technologies, Kim

Manning was appointed Director of

Technology. Her previous background

in social services and project

management, coupled with her vision 

of the importance of capturing client

data, first led her to Sophia Technologies

as a technology consultant.

Since Rina Saperstein’s departure in

early May as HMIS Director, Ms.

Manning’s first project will be to

merge the Sophia Technologies and

HMIS departments. This decision was

made to capitalize on the strengths of

both departments. She is proud to 

be working with very talented and

committed staff, who are responding

very well to the merging of 

the departments. Congratulations 

to Ms. Manning!

( From the Director

The Caracole Annual Meeting was a

wonderful celebration of our many

accomplishments over the years. The

meeting was held at the Carnegie Center 

of Columbia Tusculum and was attended 

by over 100 of our closest friends. David

Crowley graciously served as our emcee. 

One of the evening’s highlights was the presentation of the Living

Award to Alice and Ken Skirtz. In 1987, the Skirtzes offered to rent

property next door to their house to Caracole so people with AIDS

could have a “real” home. Despite protests by neighbors and

extensive media coverage (not all positive), the Skirtzes held their

ground and fought for our then potential residents. Had it not been

for their passion and commitment to people with AIDS, Caracole

House may never have existed. For that, we will be eternally grateful

to Alice and Ken. 

Also at our Annual Meeting, we introduced our newly elected board

members as well as recognized and thanked our retiring board

members. The Sister Grace Murphy Award for outstanding board

participation was presented to Marsha Belonsky. Long time Caracole

volunteer, Kim Purnell, received the Volunteer of the Year Award.

You can read more about our Annual Meeting in this newsletter.

On a different note, this summer will be an incredibly busy season

for Caracole. After winding down from our Annual Meeting, we’re

ready to go into high gear with Cincinnati Magazine’s Hair Affair on

July 25th, our Come to The Garden of The August Moon gala at The

Phoenix on August 21st, and the Metronation Art of Giving benefit

for Caracole this coming fall. Where else can you spend your money,

have such a great time and benefit Caracole? We hope to see all of

you there. 

Linda Seiter

(



( 2004 Caracole Annual Meeting

Caracole’s Annual Meeting was held

on April 21, 2004 and was a

wonderful celebration of the people

responsible for making Caracole

such a well-respected and successful

organization. City Council Member

David Crowley, welcomed those in

attendance and expressed how

honored he was to be serving as

emcee for our annual meeting.

After attending to brief business

matters, the incoming Caracole

board members, Kathleen Cox, Dr.

Peter Frame, Michael Hensley, John

Leopard, Danny Peyton and Jeff

Thomas, were introduced. Retiring

board members, Marsha Belonsky,

Sarah Metcalfe, Morry Passer and

Dr. Ken Skahan, were recognized for

their dedicated service to Caracole.

A short media presentation created

by Caracole Board Vice President,

Rick Robertson, chronicled the entire

history of Caracole-from the early

beginnings through the challenges

and successes that has made it into

the organization it is today. Using

photos of former and present staff,

board members, volunteers and

supporters, the DVD traced the first

15 years of Caracole’s existence. It

also included powerful old news

footage from 1987 showing residents

in a Clifton neighborhood expressing

their antagonism toward a home for

people with AIDS in their area; this

really gave perspective to how

attitudes have changed over time.

After the staff of Caracole were

recognized, the Outstanding

Volunteer Award was presented to

Kim Purnell who has been involved

with Caracole as a resident assistant

over the past five years. The Sister

Grace Murphy Award was presented

to Marsha Belonsky for her tireless

work on the board, most especially

her leadership with fundraising. 

This year’s Living Award was

presented to Alice & Ken Skirtz,

Caracole’s original landlords who

were at the center of the controversy

in 1987. Despite angered protests

from their neighbors, the Skirtzes

rented out their house to Caracole

so that people dying from AIDS

could spend their last days in a

place of comfort and dignity. The

Skirtzes’ compassion brought about

a spark to inspire progress, which

helped Caracole grow into a leading

housing provider for individuals

and families living with HIV/AIDS.
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Lissa Urriquia presenting the Volunteer of the
Year Award to Caracole volunteer Kim Purnell.

Caracole Board Vice President Rick Robertson
with Alice & Ken Skirtz – this year’s Living
Award Recipients.

Cincinnati City Councilman David Crowley
served as Master of Cermonies.

Caracole Board Member Carol Boymel presenting
the Sister Grace Murphy Award to retiring 
Caracole Board Member Marsha Belonsky.

While Cincinnati city council member David Crowley was thrilled to be the

emcee at this year’s annual meeting, Caracole was even more elated that he

was available to do so. Mr. Crowley spoke briefly about his own social work

background and how he is impressed with all the good work within the

Cincinnati non-profit sector. As the proud father to two gay children, Mr.

Crowley has also become an equal rights advocate for all people. Caracole

truly appreciates Mr. Crowley taking the time to be part of this year’s annual

meeting; his presence further enhanced our mission and we thank him.
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“The Caracole endowment ensures that Caracole will

continue to meet the evolving and unforeseen needs of

individuals affected by HIV/AIDS in our community.

Further, even if traditional funding resources diminish,

the Caracole endowment will permit people living with

HIV/AIDS and their families to have a secure and

comfortable home." 

~Caracole Endowment Statement

The Caracole Endowment became “official” in

December 2003 thanks to a large bequest Caracole

received from an anonymous donor. As you are

probably aware, each year there are threats of funding

cuts from local, state and federal governmental

agencies. In addition, corporate funding has become

scarce, foundations are giving less and less each year

and when the economy takes a down turn, individual

donors are unable to give as much as they would like

to non-profit organizations. Unfortunately, Caracole is

not immune to these funding trends.

Caracole has been concerned about what would

happen to our clients and their families should any of

our funding sources significantly decrease or become

non-existent. Even though we work diligently at

making sure we receive funds from diverse resources,

any funding cut could negatively impact the services

we are able to provide. This concern led the way to

discussions about how Caracole could guarantee some

sort of annual income for operations. Thus, the

concept of creating the Caracole Endowment was

developed. Starting in 2006, Caracole will receive an

annual gift to assist with costs associated with running

our organization. The annual gift will equal 4% of the

fair market value of the fund averaged over the

preceding three years. 

Does this mean that we no longer need annual funds?

No, we still rely upon the generosity of our donors in

order to fund our services and housing for people

living with HIV/AIDS. Although we will start

receiving a much needed annual gift from the Caracole

Endowment, the gift will be small in comparison to

our overall annual budget. The Endowment gift will

serve to replace funding that becomes reduced or 

cut completely. 

If you have questions about the Caracole Endowment

or would like to donate to the Caracole Endowment

(remember, the larger the Endowment the larger the

annual gift) please contact Whitney O’Neal at (513)

619-1481 or e-mail her at woneal@caracole.org.

( The Caracole Endowment

( Caracole Wishlist
Our clients need the following items for their homes. If you have anything to donate, 

please contact Lissa Urriquia at (513) 761-1480. Thank you!

CD players

Cleaning supplies

Cookware/bakeware

Cutlery

Darts

Framed posters

Lamps

Nightstands

Plastic food storage containers

Shampoo/conditioner

Shower curtains

Soap

Toilet paper

TV guide subscriptions

Vacuum cleaners

VHS movies

Wall art

Window curtains/draperies
( 5 )



Supporter
($50-$99)

Doris & Tony Ach

Chris Ainsworth

George Alexander

Verna M. Allen

Mel Anthony

Mary Armor

Kenneth Armstrong

Ron & DC Bails-Forbes

Barbara Ballinger

Ronald Banks

Julie Baughman

Tom Beckman

Lois & Robert Bigley

Helen C. Black

Stuart Blersch

Aristotle Bondoc

Patricia Borne, 
CEO Resources, Inc.

Cathy Boston

Phil Bower

Joseph Brant

Andrea & Gerald Breen

Shelly & Steve Bromberg

Sammie & Curt Bubel

Julie & Michael Buckman

Mary Alice Burke

Stephen Burns

Dorothy Campbell

Sallie Carter

James Chappelle

Employees of F&AII Group
of Cinergy

Marvin Collins & Jay Dean Colville

Elizabeth Cooper

Christopher  Cope

Todd Crain

Helen & Dale Crawford

Kimberly Culver

Gregory Cunningham

Herbert Curry

Daniel Davies

Denise Deitemeyer

Gordon Devinney

Susan & Paul Diekmeyer, 
Diekmeyer Designs

Clare & Donald Driehaus

Mike Dunn

James Easterling

Lori Elliott

Lea Eriksen

Michael Fauss

Barbara Feldmann

Mark Fite

Eileen Fitzgerald

Jim Flehmer 
& James Swedenburg

Ann Fogel

Mary Franer

Patricia & Greg Franklin

Hoi Man Siu 
& Joseph Galli

Ginger Gandy

Debbie Gerdes

Amy Gertler

Susan Gibbons

Mona & George Glover

Cindy & Ron Godby

Malcom Grad

Donna & Karl Grafe

Sarah & George Hale

Chuck Hall

Susan & Robert Halonen

Grace Hanover

Frank Hansen

Ann Harding

Julie Harms

Jolie Harris

Joseph Hathaway

Mariaelena Heil

Marybeth Heilbrunn

Victoria & Daniel Hensley

Glenda & Stanley Hertzman

Virginia & Smith Hickenlooper

Jeannie & Robert Hiller

Marilyn & Joseph Hirschhorn

Minette Hoffheimer

Brenda Howard

Cynthia & Robert Hudzik

Suzanne & James Hurst

Jeffrey Icsman

Laura Ince

Susan Ingmire

Cindy Dellinger & Jay Johannigman

Jean & John Johns

Kay Johnson & Greg Rouan

Herman Kamlage

Ron Kastner

Harriett & Ben Kaufman

Cathy Kight

Ruth Kramer

Nancy & Wayne Bunner

Judith & Kevan Langner

Lisa & John Larkin

Laura's Closet, Laura Medley

Bradley Lemberg

Joseph Levinson

Richard Levy

Cynthia Llewellyn

Joanna Lounsbury

Jason Ma

Marjorie Marx

Susan Massmann

Arturo Mateo

Jo McCracken

Jacquelyn McCray

Alan McIntire

Raymund Mendoza

Ann Meranus

Jacqueline & Mitchell Meyers

Sue & Richard Momeyer

Evelyn & Benito Montealegre

Stephen Moschella

Regine Moulton

Maureen & Joseph Murray

Paul Myers

Jan Neumann

Carole & Richard Oliver

Marianne & Randy Olson

Lynn Piepmeyer

Todd Plummer

Sheryl Pockrose

Arlevia & Harold Powell

Jean Prohn

Frank Prudent

Louise Reichert

David Rineair

Riverside Terrace 
Condominum Association

Martin Roberts

Helaine Robinson

Nancy & Ed Rosenthal

Ruth & Fran Rosevear

Betty & Bill Rowe

Danielle Sabarese

George Sackleh

Ranelle Salunga

Tim Sanker

Thomas Schmalz

Nancy & Gary Schneider

Lynne Bowyer & James Schrichte

Chris & Louis Schroder

Nancy & Dan Schwartz

Dawn & Michael Schwartzman,
Interior Services Inc

Mildred Selonick

Laura & Chad Seybold

Myrle Sieger

Margaret Sirois

Christa Skiles

Michael Sokoloff

Bob Sprinkel

Jean & David Spritz

Eric Steigerwald

Kelly Steiner

Tom Stettner

Robert Stewart

Jeff Stovall

Sue Straus

Ruth Takeuchi

Charles & Mary Tobias

Phyllis & Paul Tobias

Alan Treece

Tri-State Wolf Pack

Mary Ellen & Robert Trunick

Helen Underwood

Sheryl Vice

Phyllis & Norman Wahl

David Wakefield 
& Robert Llewellyn

Stephanie Wang

Robert P. Weber

Steven Wentworth

Sallie Westheimer 
& Gregory Rhodes

Nancy White

Dawn & Henry Wilson

Barry Windholtz

Rabbi Irvin Wise

Nancy & David Wolf

Mary Wolowicz

Karen Woodrey

Thomas Wright

Robert Yalung

Frank Youkstetter

( 2003 Caracole Annual Report Correction

Caracole wants to apologize for an error we overlooked in our 2003 Annual Report. We inadvertently omitted a
donor category- more specifically the “Supporters” category of donors who gave between $50-$99 to Caracole
in 2003. In order to correct our mistake, we have included this list in our newsletter. We are extremely grateful
to all of our supporters and again we apologize for this oversight.
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( Thank You to our Supporters

Caracole Living Circle 
$1,000+

AIDS Red Ribbon Walk

Carol & Steve Boymel

Brynne & Robert Coletti

Richard L. & Freda K. Flerlage
Foundation

James Jackson

Joe Mendelsohn

Stan Elliott & Jay Shatz

Ginger & David Warner

Benefactor
$500-$999

Barbara & Dick Allen

Altria Corporate Service, Inc.

John Conboy

HP Employee Charitable 
Giving Program

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Empowerment Fund

Liben Music Publishers, Frank Proto

Joseph Meyers

Jim Parcell

Doreen Quinn

Gerald Yates & Gary Sebastian

The Prudential Foundation 
Matching Gifts 

Terry Tracy

Patron
$250-$499
Robert Buster

Kim & Chuck Curran

Joe Dickow

Dr. Evelyn Hess

Suzanne & William Joiner

Richard Kay & James Kelly

Key Foundation, 
Matching Gift Program

Charles Kiely

Patrick Korb

Brad Lutz

Patricia Reiter

Rhonda & Larry Sheakley

United Church of Christ 
Mission Board

Mary Lou Windholtz

Sponsor
($100-$249)

Bob Auth & Jim Sinclair

John Barrett

Jean  Bergstein

Marian & Albert Brown

Sug & Mike Clauder

Peggy Curtin

June & Harold Delph

Mary Anne Dickert

Fleming Road United 
Church of Christ

Gannett Foundation Matching Gifts

Faith & Sylvan Golder

Rabbi Mark Goldman

Kate & Bill Hawkins

Florette Hoffheimer

John Isidor

James Jaeger

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Lazarow

Helene & Millard Mack

Marjorie Marx

Brenda & David McCaskill

Janice & Brian McConville

Elizabeth & Frederick McGavran

Sarah Metcalfe

All Saints Lutheran Church Women

Elizabeth Oliver

Richard Oliver & Michael Kelley

Alice & Burt Perlman

Mary & Willets Prosser

Sandy Reed

Edward Requardt

Sue & Arthur Richard

Thomas Ridgeway & Lawrence
Johnson

Danae Riggs

Mary & Mark Rinsky

Danielle Sabarese

Stuart Reynolds & Charles Schuler

Mary & Joseph Stern

Keith Syler

Marvin Tibbetts

Dennis Turner

Mr. & Mrs. Harris K. Weston

Dan Zavon

Supporter
($50-$99)

Lois & Robert Bigley

Janet Borcherding & Patricia Myers

Betty Brothers

Melanie & Ronald Brubaker

Dina Burke Interior Design

Dorothy Campbell

Mitchell Cohen

Susan Cranley

Herbert Curry

Jackie Demaline

Mike Dunn

Virginia & James Eversole

Jim Flehmer & James Swedenburg

Patricia & Greg Franklin

Mona & George Glover

Jeanne Gorham & Herbert Kagen

Thomas Harris

Marilyn & Joseph Hirschhorn

Anne & John Howington

Dave & Vicki Humphrey

Ruth Kramer

Joseph Levinson

George Maurer

Steve Nelson

Jan Neumann

Marianne & Randy Olson

Gloria & Alter Peerless

Sidney Peerless

Todd Plummer

Judy Pogue

Joyce & Armand Re

Louise & Gary Roselle

Nancy & Ed Rosenthal

Joyce Salinger

Spiros Sarakatsannis & Jerry Freed

Sarah & James Schloss

Mildred Selonick

Lloyd Shadley

Jerry Skahan

Arthur Spiegel

Jean & David Spritz

Alma Sullivan

The University of Akron

Fran Turner

Ellen & Ray Van Der Horst

Phyllis & Norman Wahl

Kathleen & Peter Walzer

May & Charles Westheimer

Alicia & Lothar Witt

Friends
($1-$49)

Deborah & John Beck

Jim Becker

Helen C. Black

Dorothy  & Arnold Brinker

Shannon & Kevin Celarek

Charles Denny

James Dolezal

Nan Fox

Ginger Gandy

Cindy & Ron Godby

Marcia Goldsmith

Lynne Gordon

Tom Grogan

Frank Hansen

Sandra Hill

Leah Hoechstetter & Ray Owens

Cynthia & Robert Hudzik

Michael Lang

Harriet Lazarus

Frances & Ralph Lowenstein

Gary Matthews

Mari Opatz-Muni

Janet & William Oligee

Benjamin & Louise Pritz

Louise Reichert

Richard Consulting Corporation,
Richard Weiland

Charles Riley

George Sackleh

Karen & Edward Saeks

Martha & Lee Schimberg

Kris Schwander

Ruth Schwartz

Happy Gardners Garden Club

Ken Skahan

Mary Skahan

Carson Smith

Susan & David Smith

Marian & Donald Spenser

Kayla Springer

Terry & Stuart Susskind

Leah Terhune

Judy & Fred Tilton

Patricia & William Victor

John Warrington

Gordon & Louise Weil

Mauri & Stanley Willis

Bill Wilson & Chuck Murphy

Barry Windholtz

Charles & Mary Lynn Wolff

Delores Wolfzorn

Diane Wright

If your name is not listed or is

listed incorrectly, please accept 

our apologies for the error and 

our most sincere thanks for your

support. Please contact the office

(761-1480) to update our list.

Caracole is extremely grateful for all its donors. The following list recognizes donations
received between January 1 – May 31, 2004. 
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www.caracole.org

Caracole House
Caracole House has been offering affordable, and comfortable

housing for adults with HIV/AIDS since 1988. People who 

reside in Caracole House receive case management and referral

services, as well as mutual caring and 24 hour support from 

staff and volunteers.

Shelter Plus Care
Shelter Plus Care is a rent subsidy program for homeless individuals

and families with an adult member who has HIV/AIDS. HUD

provides the rent subsidy. Caracole provides case management and

supportive services to help these individuals and families find and

maintain decent housing, stay together, and live as independently 

as possible.

Caracole Recovery Community
The Caracole Recovery Community opened its doors in 2000 

and offers housing and a program of recovery from chemical

dependencies for adults living with HIV/AIDS. In addition to

providing case management and referral services, the Recovery

Community offers a 24 hour supportive environment allowing 

the residents to attain self-sufficiency and recover from addiction.

Sophia Technologies
Sophia Technologies provides affordable technological services 

to non-profit organizations in the tri-state area. Our goal is to

help non-profit organizations acquire technology systems and

support so they can better serve their clients.

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage
P A I D

Cincinnati, OH
Permit No. 4123

The Mission of Caracole 
is to provide safe, secure and affordable housing

and supportive services for persons living with HIV/AIDS; 

and technology solutions for non-profit organizations.

Printed on
recycled paper

HMIS
The Homeless Management Information System is a community-wide information system for

agencies serving homeless people. Caracole provides project management, training, quality

assurance and technical services and is the developer of the Vesta HMIS software.


