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( A Foray Into a Stylish Soiree

Cincinnati Magazine

combined their dedication to

the Greater Cincinnati area

with their desire to capture the

style of our city by organizing

and hosting the First Annual

Hair Affair on Sunday July 27,

2003. The Hair Affair was a

hair show featuring the

limitless creativity of stylists

and make-up artists from 

the 19 local salons that

participated. Radio

personalities Liz Bonis and

Donna D were on hand to

emcee the show, introducing

the models in addition to

adding some personal

commentary for the ever-

responsive crowd. 500 people filled the auditorium of the 20th Century

Theater as they mingled, munched on hors d’oeuvres from Elegant Fare,

and sampled wine, compliments of Chateau Pomije. All guests were

treated to goody bags full of hair products when they left the event.

Not only did Cincinnati Magazine put on a great show, but also they

used this as an opportunity to give back to the community by selecting

Caracole to be the financial beneficiary of the event. In addition to this

financial gift, Caracole also received a significant amount of publicity in

Cincinnati Magazine and on the airwaves (Mix 94.1 and KISS 107).

We truly appreciate the endless amount of work from Patrice Watson,

Chris Ohmer, Kitty Morgan and the rest of the staff at Cincinnati

Magazine. Caracole is thankful to have

been chosen to be a part of this exciting

venture and we look forward to future

partnerships with Cincinnati Magazine!  

Executive Director Sue Butler knew it was a historic moment for

Caracole when she learned that Caracole was to receive a million

dollar bequest from the estate of a local philanthropist. This gift

arrived at Caracole on Monday August 11, 2003.

Spending this gift on current operations was tempting, but the

Caracole Board of Directors agreed that the majority of the gift

should go into the Caracole Endowment Fund. This bequest will be

the first major contribution to the Caracole Endowment, which has

been in the planning for the past several years and is scheduled to be

launched in early 2004.

“This literally is the gift that will keep on giving. By placing the

majority of this gift into the Endowment, Caracole will be able to

ensure that we will be able to continue to meet the evolving and

unforeseen needs of individuals living with HIV/AIDS and their

families in our community, despite possible government funding

cuts,” according to Sue Butler.

Our hope is that the bequest will not make our donors complacent

but instead inspire people to become more committed to Caracole

and to our mission of providing housing and supportive services to

people living with HIV/AIDS. 

“Caracole has always had very loyal and committed donors. This

bequest is an example of our donors’ support for our organization

and to the people and families we serve,” said James Jackson,

Caracole board president.

If you are interested in providing for Caracole in your will, please

contact the Director of Development and Marketing, Whitney

O’Neal, at 513-761-1480.

Caracole staff and
volunteers (l-r)
Zenyth Manchion,
Simone Manchion,
Whitney O'Neal,
David Durkalski, &
Lissa Urriquia.

Cincinnati Magazine's Marketing
Director, Chris Ohmer, and friends.

( Local Donor’s Gift Becomes Lasting Legacy for Caracole, Inc.



Wishlist
Houseplants, planters 

and hanging baskets

VHS videos and blank VHS 

tapes for re-recording

Curtains and draperies

DVD player

Towels and washcloths

Juice Extractor

Artwork or prints 

Stationery or blank 

greeting cards 

Internet-ready computer
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( United Way Campaign 2004

The Annual Campaign season for the United

Way of Greater Cincinnati is upon us. Over 300

non-profit agencies benefit from this campaign.

As the Campaign begins at your place of

employment, please keep in mind how important

your contribution is to Caracole and all the other

agencies that are funded by the United Way of

Greater Cincinnati.  

Past contributions have allowed Caracole to

develop new programs and improve current

services, with positive effects on the lives of

individuals and families living with HIV/AIDS.

Your gift to the United Way of Greater

Cincinnati gives others a chance for a better life.

Gayle Linkletter, a long-time

Caracole volunteer and a

Manager of Corporate

Communications for

Western & Southern

Financial Group, helped to

kick off their employee

campaign by sharing her Caracole experiences 

on a campaign poster. “I volunteer at Caracole, 

a United Way Agency. Caracole House is a group

home for people with HIV/AIDS. While I have

not benifited personally from United Way funded

services, I certainly see the life-changing impact

they have on Caracole’s residents.” 

Thanks Gayle!

( Fun for Funds

Do you participate in an activity or pastime that could be a fun way

to raise money for Caracole’s services and heighten HIV/AIDS

awareness? Having a party where the hosts/hostesses request a

donation to Caracole in lieu of a gift is a popular way to fundraise;

some people have had garage sales, bake sales, craft sales, antique sales

and jewelry sales where all, or a portion of money raised, was donated

to Caracole. If you are involved in an athletic team, maybe the team

could have a game where players raise pledges for Caracole. Eric

Bondoc combined his passion for bike riding and his dedication to

raising awareness and funds for Caracole - what’s even more

impressive is that he is not even from Cincinnati. (see page 3) 

Every person has a talent in something: cooking, sports, the arts,

gentle persuasion. Help Caracole by doing something you love. 

We’d love to hear your ideas. Call Whitney or Lissa at 513-761-1480
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( Raining on the Pride Parade

This year’s Gay Pride Parade on June 8, 2003 brought out the

GLBT community and their supporters. A good number of

Caracole staff were on hand for the fun. That is, until

hurricane-like weather complete with crashing thunder,

lightning and hailstorm took over, sending away

most of the festival-goers. Huddled under

booths that provided meager shelter from the

elements, the excitement quickly shifted from fun to extreme weather

conditions. Despite such an unfortunate situation, the true spirit of

unity was still there.  Later that afternoon a rainbow was visible; how

fitting for the occasion!  We look forward to next year’s festivities!

( A Ride for Awareness and Hope

On June 5, 2003 Eric Bondoc set off from Savannah, Georgia. 1,123-miles and sixteen

days later, after riding and sleeping in a tent under the rain, battling mosquitoes and

vicious dogs, he arrived in New York City, three days ahead of schedule.

Eric feels fulfilled with his journey, and is genuinely happy for the support that people

have given Caracole. Donations generated from his ride amounted to over $4000. All

along the Atlantic Coast he had the chance to meet a number of people and told them

about his ride and why he was doing it. It was not just about the ride for Eric, but a

chance to revisit the issues of HIV/AIDS that have been forgotten by some, or ignored

by others.  

He checked in regularly with the office to give reports throughout his ride. Eric’s ride

diary can be read on the Caracole website, www.caracole.org.

Caracole thanks Eric for his tireless spirit and boundless energy. He was only in

Cincinnati for several weeks, yet he made a significant contribution to Caracole. 

Eric is truly an example of determination and compassion; we should all be impressed

by his accomplishment and follow his lead.



Mithil sat curled up in a

chair at Caracole House

showing me the wound

on his arm that will not

heal and explaining how

Caracole saved his life.

We have heard the

stories before from our

clients about how they

have become healthier

and more independent as

a result of the services

Caracole has provided.

But Mithil’s story is

different from most that

we hear. When he heard that I wanted to interview one of our

clients for our newsletter, he enthusiastically volunteered. 

For this article, Mithil opens up his heart and shares his

experiences with all of us.

In 2002, missionaries helped Mithil escape from a political

prison in Africa. He was arrested and imprisoned because he

publicly spoke out against his government. He left behind his

wife and two small children and came to live in Cincinnati

with his brother, who was attending a nearby university on

an education visa. Shortly after he moved here, he became ill.

In the past, Mithil was able to bounce right back when he

caught a cold or had an injury. But this time it was different.

His body was not healing the way it should; instead he was

becoming more ill. Mithil’s physical condition had

deteriorated to the point he had to be hospitalized. The first

three times he was admitted, he was sent home with

antibiotics, but the medications were to no avail. Finally,

during his fourth visit to the hospital, he was tested for

HIV/AIDS and he then discovered he was HIV positive. 

This news was devastating to Mithil. He immediately

contacted his wife in Africa and told her and his children to

get tested. During this hospital stay, one of the hospital staff

told him about Caracole. The staff person told Mithil that

Caracole could give him a comfortable home and connect

him to services he needed. Where he was going to live was of

significant concern to Mithil. His brother’s education visa was

about to expire and the brother was moving back to Africa.

Mithil was working with a local attorney so he could declare

political asylum, but he was only in the beginning stages of

this process. 

The Caracole House Manager, Michelle Bauer, visited Mithil

in the hospital and they made arrangements for him to move

into Caracole House upon discharge from the hospital. He

was assigned a Caracole Case Manager, Susan Arnold. She

immediately started working with Mithil’s immigration

attorney so that he could become eligible for HIV/AIDS

medications, health services, and other necessary resources. 

Mithil came to Caracole House in the spring of 2003. He is

now on medications and is doing much better physically. 

He speaks to his wife as much as he can. He shared with me

his relief that their HIV tests came back negative. He wants to

get well so that he can get a job to help support his family.

Some day soon, he wants his family to move here so they can

be together again. Mithil told me he likes Caracole House

and is grateful for everything Caracole has given him.

( Mithil’s Story – by Whitney O’Neal
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Michell Coulter
Michell comes to us as a Resident Assistant at Caracole House

with a wide variety of experience. She has been a home health

aide, worked in the Mental Health system, and with youth

who have chemical dependency issues. She has also spent time

volunteering for the Hamilton County Probation Department.

Mark Henderson
Mark joined Caracole in June of this year as a Resident Assistant at

Caracole House and Caracole Recovery Community. He recently

took the position of Client Support Specialist for Shelter Plus Care,

thereby being involved in all three housing departments of Caracole!

Rob Hyland
Rob had been volunteering at Caracole House since May

2002, and now he works as a Resident Assistant at both

Caracole House and Caracole Recovery Community. 

Parag Joshi 
Parag joined Caracole’s Sophia Technologies as a Software

Developer. He moved with his wife from Bombay, India in

1999. He received his BS in Electronics from Bombay

University. Since he has been in Cincinnati, he has been

doing consulting work in software development but wanted a

place to “settle down.” The idea of doing what he loves in a

non-profit atmosphere is very appealing to him. 

He likes Caracole and Sophia-Tech because he says we have 

a “homey” atmosphere. Parag and his wife love to travel and 

are expecting a baby in January. 

Simone Manchion
Simone, as the new Training Lead for Sophia Tech, will

develop, coordinate, and conduct technology training for

people who work at non-profit organizations in the Greater

Cincinnati area. Having over 10 years of technology

experience, including being the Training Manager for Sarcom

in Cincinnati, Simone brings with her a significant amount of

expertise so that our training program can grow and be more

successful than ever. She is an avid sign language student and

participates in a sign ministry at her church. In her spare

time, Simone travels and scuba dives with her family.

Matt Seal 
Matt is also a new Software Developer for Sophia

Technologies. He is originally from Toledo but has lived in

Cincinnati for the last 10 years. He received his AS in

Business from University of Cincinnati and his BS in

Information Systems from Northern Kentucky University.

Matt came to Caracole from a small family owned company

where he worked for 5 years as a Software Developer. 

He recently was married and has been spending time getting

to know his new family. His interests are soccer and 

mountain biking.

Tom Willis
Tom was hired as a Lead Developer for Sophia Tech. He

graduated from University of Cincinnati and has been

working in the corporate world since. His last position was as

a Senior Software Engineer/Configuration Manager/Yogi at a

local area company. Tom stated “I decided to see what it’s like

working for the sole purpose of benefiting others rather than

to help pay for the CEO’s second yacht.” In his leisure time,

he likes to play music with his band and spend time with his

wife and daughter.

( New Additions To Caracole

Caracole’s New Employees: (pictured l-r): Tom Willis, Matt Seal, & Simone Manchion
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( Thank You to our Supporters

Caracole Living Circle 
$1,000+

Doreen Baker
Roger Bernier

Kenneth Brawner
Christ Church Cathedral 

Episcopal Society
Timothy Collins
Michael Connley

Anne & Ron DeLyons
Peggy Espelage

Raymond Fortna
Grant Girard

Elizabeth Glass
James Jackson
Mark Kacher
Charles Liles

The Manuel D. & Rhoda 
Mayerson Foundation

Kevin McLaughlin
Mt. Washington Presbyterian Church

Catherine & Stephen Rabe
Brett Stover & Chris Hassall

Keith Syler
The Spaulding Foundation

Jon Wagner

Benefactor
$500-$999

Barbara & Dick Allen
Scott Atkinson & Chris Edwards

Marsha Belonsky
Dabby Blatt

Carol & Steve Boymel
Cynthia Graham Brittain

Richard Brooks
Paul Brownell & Jack Harrison

Sue Butler
Kevin Clendenien

Brenda Collins-Brown
Susan Cook

David Durkalski
Gregory Fritz

Kimberly Gump
Alicia & Tim Harris

Scott Jackson
Jack Mangrisso

Whitney O'Neal
Edward Offshack

Lisa Potter
Sandy Reed

Stella Renaker
Peggy Scherer

William Schubert
Mari Schultz

Anthony Sexton
Steven Stonebraker & Joe Prentner

John Tebo
John Tytus

United Church Assembly 
of Greater Cincinnati

Sandra Ziegler

Patron
$250-$499
David Appel

Linda Backscheider
Jonathan Ball
Sandra Barta
Amanda Beck

Dourlas Berlon
Earl Bray

Robert Buster
Patricia Carey
Hillary Case

Samuel Clemons
John Conboy

David Crawford
Doon Cumings

Michael Dermott
Robert Dunaway

Bryan Foltz
Connie Freking

Barb Freudenberg
Sue & Bill Friedlander

Nancy Hellman
Troy Henson

Timothy S. Hittle
Charles Hood & Ted Zeh

Mike Johannemann
Bob Keck

Richard Kroeger
Brad Lutz

Sue & Art Lynch
MH Associates,Michael Hoffman

Keith Murrell
Mimi Muterspaw
Joseph W. Meyers
Blanchard Nash
Craig Neuhaus

Linda & James Ochs
Richard Oliver & Michael Kelley

Thomas Owen
Jeffrey Quillan

Jack Rennekamp
Rina Saperstein
Linda Scholtes

United Church Assembly
Denise Vajen

Stephanie Vockell
Bill Wilson & Chuck Murphy

Sponsor
$100-$249

Bob Ainsworth
Anonymous

Karen Aronoff
Joyce Asfour

Kathy Asmuth
Bob Auth & Jim Sinclair
Laura & George Babcock

Donald Baker
Patricia Ball

Michelle Bauer
Amira Beer

Carmelita Berry
Rosemary & Frank Bloom

Kevin Brady
Marian & Albert Brown

Bob Bullock
Holly Burgess
Sandra Burns

Rachelle Caldwell
Jonathon Carter

Verna Carter
Ed Choi

Virginia Clark
Sug  & Mike Clauder

Beverly Corban
Larry Cordell

Cathy Jo Cordes
Kevin Corrigan

Kathy Cox
William Creasey & Donald Vannatta

Beve Cress
April & Harry Davidow

Mark Dehler
Charles Denny

Joe Dickow
James Downing
Darryl Dravland

Fabrex, Inc., Debra Simpson
Midge Fatheree

Leslie & James Fitzgerald
Mikki & Walter Frank

Marty & Gayla Fritzhand
Paul George

Barbara Gould
Kenneth Griffiths

Elaine & Chuck Grossman
Barbara & Richard Hadden

Rebecca Hall
Zondra Hall

Barbara & Morton Harshman
John Hausfeld
Neil Hensley

Dr. Evelyn Hess
Steven Howe

Robert Howell
Doug Ignatius & Bruce Preston

Billy Inabnitt
David Jackson
Frank James

Gregory Janssens
Carol Joiner
Bob Kendall

Denny Kidder & Mark Mikulski
Marvin Kloeker
Barbara Kubik
Sandra Kuhn

Jacquelyn Liggett
Gayle Linkletter
Sandy Locher

Helene & Millard Mack
James Magee

Christine McCane
William McCauley
Molly McEvilley

Doug Medley
Terence Milligan & James

Schumacher
Katherine Myers
Kathy Nardiello

Steve Nelson
Patrick Nicholson

Michele Ollier Ottopal
Becky Ornella
James Osburn
Laura Phillips
Robert Platt
Marsha Pohl

Mary Frances Quinn
Norman Reef

Edward Requardt
Theresa Rice

Sue & Arthur Richard
Selita Rios

Rockdale Temple Religious School
Rick Robertson
Joyce Salinger

Pasquale Scarpino
Betsy & David Schneider

Janet Sheidt
Karla Sheppard

Nannette Shockley
John Sicker

William Siller
Janet Stein

Patricia & Mark Stiebel
Gene Story

Ric Sweeney & David Askew
The Latin Quarter

Lissa Urriquia
Mary Veser

Theodore Wanstrath
Tamera Watkins
Alan Weldishofer
Charles Wesley

West Shell Commercial
Mr. & Mrs. Harris K. Weston

Timothy White
Ruth Wilson

Supporter
$50-$99

Doris & Tony Ach
Roger & Janet Ach
Chris  Ainsworth
Verna M. Allen

Anonymous 
Mel Anthony

Kenneth Armstrong
Ron & DC Bails-Forbes

Barbara Ballinger
Aristotle Bondoc

Patricia Borne, CEO Resources, Inc.
Cathy Boston

James Chappelle
Employees of F&AII Group of

Cinergy
Elizabeth Cooper
Christopher Cope

Todd Crain
Susan Cranley

Kimberly Culver
Gregory Cunningham

Daniel Davies
Kenneth & Johnie Davis

Denise Deitemeyer
Gordon Devinney

Lori Elliott
Lea Eriksen
Mark Fite

Eileen Fitzgerald
Ann Fogel

Mary Franer
Hoi Man Siu & Joseph Galli

Debbie Gerdes
Amy Gertler

Susan Gibbons
Cynthia Godby

Chuck Hall
Grace Hanover
Frank Hansen
Betty Harbison
Ann Harding
Julie Harms

Joseph Hathaway
Mariaelena Heil

Marybeth Heilbrunn

Caracole is extremely grateful for all its donors. The following list recognizes donations
received between May 24, 2003 – September 24, 2003. 
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When people think

of who contracts

HIV, one rarely

pictures an older

person. However,

people over the age

of 50 make up 13%

of the total AIDS

cases in the United

States. In areas that

attract retirees, such

as Dade County, Florida, the numbers can be as high as

20%. These numbers are expected to increase as the baby

boom generation ages (Mary Brophy Marcus).

Currently, seniors only make up 5% of Americans tested

for HIV. Terri Wilder, L.M.S.W. states that many of the

symptoms of HIV are the same as natural aging, such as

fatigue, shingles, weight loss, and dementia. Thus older

adults with HIV symptoms are frequently misdiagnosed.

Because of the delay in obtaining an accurate HIV

diagnosis, older adults are more likely to have full blown

AIDS before they are actually diagnosed with the disease.

The Department of Health and Human Services states that

older adults are generally not as well educated as younger

adults in how HIV/AIDS is transmitted and about “safe sex”

practices. The department also claims that physicians do not

generally ask their older patients about sex or drug use and

these patients are less likely than younger patients to bring up

issues about sex and drugs with their physicians.

The American Association of Retired Persons (www.aarp.org) is

one of several groups working to get accurate information

about HIV/AIDS to older Americans and to the physicians

who treat them. Videotapes and discussion guides have been

created and made available by AARP. The CDC National

Prevention Information Network (Center for Disease Control –

www.cdc.npin.org) and the National Association on HIV over

Fifty (www.hivoverfifty.org) also are targeting HIV/AIDS

prevention and education efforts towards older adults.

( HIV/AIDS Update
HIV/AIDS and Older Adults
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( Thank You to our Supporters (continued from page 6)

Marilyn & Joseph Hirschhorn
Minette Hoffheimer

Cynthia & Robert Hudzik
Jeffrey Icsman

Kay Johnson & Greg Rouan
Cathy Kight

Cynthia Llewellyn
Marjorie Marx

Susan Massmann
Jacquelyn McCray

Raymund Mendoza
Jacqueline & Mitchell Meyers

Stephen Moschella
Maureen & Joseph Murray

Jan Neumann
Lynn Piepmeyer
Todd Plummer

Jean Prohn
Frank Prudent
Louise Reichert
David Rineair

Ranelle Salunga
Thomas Schmalz

Mark Schuller & Thomas Reynolds
Mildred Selonick

Serendipity Design, Kevin Pease
Margaret Sirois
Christa Skiles
Bob Sprinkel

Jean & David Spritz
Kelly Steiner
Tom Stettner

Robert Stewart
Sheryl Vice

David Wakefield & Robert Llewellyn
Robert P. Weber

Steven Wentworth
Nancy White

Barry Windholtz
Nancy & David Wolf

Mary Wolowicz
Thomas Wright
Robert Yalung

Friend
$1-$49

Mark Allen
Gina Anderson

Anonymous 
Melissa Asfahl
Ann Brewer

Ernestine Caldwell
Dawn Campbell-Giesman
Shannon & Kevin Celarek

Ann Chisko
Susan Cline
Randy Cook

Charles Cooper
Minette Cooper
Michelle Evers

Karen Fite
Nan Fox

Jeffrey Fryman
Linda Gee

Marcia Goldsmith
Bobette Good

Lisa Gregg
Ellen Guerrant

Murray Guttman
Jeanne & Richard Hannan

Jane Hatter
Penelope Hsu

Nancy Huck
Timothy Hummel

Marissa Ignacio
Pat Ingram

Cameron James
Kathryn Johnson

Thomas Jones
Jeremy Koch

Jerome Kramer
Carey Kruer

Carrie Krysanick
Harriet Lazarus

Warren Liang & Fred Martens
Emily Lobson

Joanna Lounsbury
Stanley Lucas
John Mann
Amy Mason

Linda McCaig
Bridget McComas

Darrick Moore
Summer Moore

Michael O’Laughlin
Morry & Pat Passer

Dawn Popo
Arlevia & Harold Powell

Marianne Ridiman
Cynthia Risse

Henrita & John Rosenthal
Heather Rupe

Marianne & Bill Russo
Fran & Heather Satogata

Russell Sawmiller
Rosalyn & Rolf Schickler

Stephanie Schrock
Ruth Schwartz

Holly Schwein
Barbara Scruggs
John Sheldon
Peggy Shimko

Kathleen Snodgrass
Richard Spare
Nancy Strapp

Victoria Straughn
Terry & Stuart Susskind

Patricia Swanson
Ruth Takeuchi
Arley Tapirian
Tyler Taylor

Greg Terhune & Rob Wachendorf
Jacqueline Tolbert

Lori Turney
Jane Vernon-Harter

Betty & Gene Wacksman
Gordon & Louise Weil

Yolanda Wess
Carolyn Wetzell
Janice Wilson

Jennifer Wilson
Diane Wright

Kathleen Yezerski
Thomas Yezerski

If your name is not listed or is listed

incorrectly, please accept our apologies

for the error and our most sincere

thanks for your support. Please

contact the office (761-1480) to

update our list.



FUNDED IN PART BY

THE CITY OF

CINCINNATI

1821 Summit Road, Suite 001
Cincinnati, OH 45237

Ph: 513.761.1480
www.caracole.org

Caracole House
Caracole House has been offering affordable, and comfortable

housing for adults with HIV/AIDS since 1988. People who 

reside in Caracole House receive case management and referral

services, as well as mutual caring and 24 hour support from 

staff and volunteers.

Shelter Plus Care
Shelter Plus Care is a rent subsidy program for homeless individuals

and families with an adult member who has HIV/AIDS. HUD

provides the rent subsidy. Caracole provides case management and

supportive services to help these individuals and families find and

maintain decent housing, stay together, and live as independently 

as possible.

Caracole Recovery Community
The Caracole Recovery Community opened its doors in 2000 

and offers housing and a program of recovery from chemical

dependencies for adults living with HIV/AIDS. In addition to

providing case management and referral services, the Recovery

Community offers a 24 hour supportive environment allowing the

residents to attain self-sufficiency and recover from addiction.

Sophia Technology Services
Sophia Technologies provides affordable technological assessments,

training, service, and support to non-profit organizations in the

tri-state area. Our goal is to help non-profit organizations acquire

technology systems and support so they can better serve 

their clients.

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage
P A I D

Cincinnati, OH
Permit No. 4123

The Mission of Caracole 
is to provide safe, secure and affordable housing

and supportive services for persons living with HIV/AIDS; 

and technology solutions for non-profit organizations.

Printed on
recycled paper

HMIS
The Homeless Management Information System is a community-wide information system for

agencies serving homeless people. Caracole provides project management, training, quality

assurance and technical services and is the developer of the Vesta HMIS software.


